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Pennar with tributaries, Chitravati, Kushavati, Papagni,
Sagileru, Cheyyeru, Gunjana, Pincha, Paleru smaller ones
like Kaundinya, Suwamamukhi, Bahuda, Kalyani, Hagiri and
Tadakaleru flowing through Rayalaseema. But they are not
so wide as to drench the outlying fields and they also do
not contain sufficient water. Some of them dry up during
the summer. The comtemporary Protuguese traveller
Domingo Paes stressed the importance of tanks or water
sources in a country which lacked rivers. He says "this
country wants water because it is very great and has few
streams. They make lakes in which water collects when it
rains, thereby they maintain themselves. They maintain
themselves by means of some in which there are springs
better than by others that have only the water from rain, for
we find many quite dry, so that people go about walking in
their beds and dig holes to try and find enough water even
a little for their maintenance148.
In addfton to these tanks, people constructed dams
to divert the river water to the channels or to the tanks.
The state promoted the cultivation of wet crops particularly
the commercial crops like sugarcane, cotton etc., through
the construction of irrigarion works like'tanks (cheruvulu,
canals (kaluvalu), and wells (bavulu). This increased the
extent of arable lands and at the same time increased land
revalue to the state. This is explained in Amuktamalyada
written by the great Poet-King Sri Krishnadevaraya49.